Easy Steps to Effective Software
License Compliance & Management
STEP ONE: Understand your risk
Firstly review the way in which software comes into the organisation. Consider who
authorises the purchase, how the licensing arrangements (“licences”) are recorded, who
carries out the installation of the software and how these processes are communicated to
the employees/users.
• Do you have a record of the licences for all the software installed on your computers?
• Do you have an up to date, accurate inventory of all software deployed and in use in
your organisation?
• Have you recently conducted a software audit and reconciled the findings with the
number of licences held to ensure compliance with the licence terms?
• Are there policies and processes in place for controlling the purchase and use of soft
ware?
• Do users sign to confirm that they have been made aware of, acknowledge & under
stand such policies and processes?
If you answer no to any of the above you may be at risk and need to perform a software
audit to determine the size of the problem and take appropriate steps to ensure that you are
compliant, for example, ensuring you have enough licenses for software installations, or the
licence is sufficient for the number using/accessing the software.
STEP TWO: Achieve License Compliance
Software must be installed and used in accordance with the software publisher’s licence
terms.
• You first need to collect and record all evidence of licenses and entitlements to use
software in a secure place, so you can be confident that you have the right to use.
• Perform an inventory of your computers, software and users.
• Match the number of licenses to the installed software and ensure that the software
is being used in accordance with the terms and conditions of the licence, on occasions,
licences limit the number of users accessing software.

• f there is a miss-match take appropriate steps to achieve licence compliance by
procuring additional licenses; redeploying unused licences (if permitted) or reducing
the number of users.
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STEP THREE: Maintain License Compliance
Now you have a baseline, start to implement processes and policies that make it easy to
control and manage your software assets in the future.
• Make your directors, IT staff and users aware of the importance of software licence
compliance, and remind them periodically.
• Review your IT policies to ensure they promote good software management practices
and ensure that everyone signs up to them.
• Review and improve your requisition, procurement, use and asset retirement
practices.
• Make sure that everyone is aware of your procedures that back up your policies, that
they are supported by your company directors and that they are used when
appropriate.
PLEASE NOTE: Autodesk is conducting a direct campaign actively auditing many customers.
Almost 20% of Autodesk’s annual new business is now generated from this process. For
customers who are investing properly in their licenses, this is good, because it will make it
more difficult for your competitors who pirate software to gain an unfair advantage.
However, it means that good customers need to be extra vigilant to ensure that they are
using the software correctly to avoid additional charges, which in some cases can be
significant.
Understanding and interpreting the Autodesk EULAs (end user license agreements)
correctly is not easy and in today’s dynamic business environment with changes in staff,
upgrades to computers, multiple users who may be geographically dispersed etc.,
managing your licenses can be a challenge and customers can unintentionally be in breach
of the rules governing the use of the software.

For more details vsit:
https://www.pentagonsolutions.com/autodesk-licensing-compliance/

